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TO: DAVE KACZYNSKI 
463 N. RIDGE AVE. 
LOMBARD, ILLINOIS 60148 


FROM: T. KACZYNSKI 
STEMPLE PASS RD. 
LINCOLN, MONTANA 59639 


Querido hermano: 


FIRST HALF OF LETTER IS IN SPANISH. 


The fact that Joel's case doesn't clearly fit in any set of 


symptoms as described in the book by no means shows he doesn't have 
schizophrenia. If I remember correctly, the authors emphasized that 


the problem manifests itself in very diverse ways. 


I still think there's a good chance that his problem is 


schizophrenia. Take his personal oddities, like the snots running 


down his lip. Is there any way of explaining this in terms of emotional 


or problems, philosophical attitudes, or anything of that sort? To 


me it sounds just senseless. This, together with his problem with 
his sense of time and his feeling of dissociation of mind and body, 
suggest to me an organic malfunction of the brain rather than a 
psychological problem. Schizophrenia, if I'm not mistaken, is the 
most common of the mental problems that are caused by organic 
malfunction of the brain. Of course, in Joel's case there's also 


the question of the old head injury, but, if he has an organic 


malfunction of the brain, it's rather beside the point whether it's 


schiz.. or head injury or something else--he's still better off going 


to a brain specialist than going in for these crackpot treatments. 


As for the side-effects of drugs, I don't know what those might 


be. You might try to dig up more information on the subject. Maybe 
the public health Dept., or a doctor, (UI) source of information; 


or you might try the Schizophrenia Foundation or whatever was the 


name of the organization that put out the book. Against the diminution 


of Joel's creativity that might be caused by the drug one has to put 
the fact that he may be suffering. Basically the decision to use 
or not use such drugs ought to be up to Joel himself; but then there's 
the question of whether his judgement is impaired enough to prevent 


him from making an intelligent decision. Of course, there are many 


perfectly "normal" people who are incapable to making an intelligent 


decision, so if you're going to start trying to pressure people into 


doing what you think is right because they aren't capable of making 


an intelligent decision...well you can see where that leads. Still, 
he may be suffering. 


One can - and in principle I think one ought to, ideally - reject 


any kind of technical intervention on the human mind. But if one 


does not take that point of view, then I think Joel's problem ought 
to be diagnosed by a specialist. Diagnosis would simply provide 
knowledge on the basis of which one could make a decision. The only 


reservation I have about that is that "crazy" people can be 


involuntarily committed to an institution, and, at least in some 


states, the legal safeguards (UI), or were until recently, very 


inadequate. But, as long as Joel doesn't "make trouble", (UI) would 


be any danger of his being committed involuntarily unless his father, 
getting wind of an unfavorable diagnosis, might try to have him 


committed. 


I'd enjoy (UI) to come. But I'd like to have notice at least 
3 weeks in advance of when you plan to arrive, which means you have 
to mail the letter a month in advance@ I don't know yet whether I'll 
ride down to Texas with you -- I'll have to decide. 

With all that long-distance travelling you do, I hope you take 


good care of that car. I don't too much trust an old car for safety. 


When my car gave out and I traded it in for an old pickup, I noted 


that the front wheels on the latter looked a little out of line. 
I took it in to have it examined. The mechanic asked me "How fast 


were you driving on the way here?" I said, "60 miles an hour". He 


said "Jeez, you're lucky. That ball joint was just ready to slip 
out of there". Which means that a front wheel would have fallen off. 


You might consider doing some of your travelling by train or bus. 


Might work out cheaper too. 


*See Insanity Inside Out, by Kenneth Donaldson. The author was 


apparently a paranoiac himself-though he refused to admit it. He 


was committed involuntarily by his parents and spent 15 years in the 


nuthouse under very bad conditions. 


Paragraph in Spanish 

Getting back to this Joel business, I must say your reaction 
leaves me unsatisfied. You complain that the book didn't give enough 
information to (UI) you to recognize schizophrenia. But that's what 
the diagnostic tests are for (UI) to tell whether someone has 


schizophrenia. You seem to want proof that Joel has schizophrenia 


before you induce him to see a doctor who can diagnose him. Since 
you don't seem to be opposed on general philosophical grounds to having 
him treated if he does have schiz, I don't understand why you are 
so hesitant about simply having him examined and diagnosed. It's 


obvious that Joel has a serious problem of some kind, and surely you'll 


admit that its nature is such as to indicate at least a distinct 


possibility of a physical problem in the brain, and whether that 


physical problem is schiz or something else, diagnosis by an expert 
is required---right? You seem to be very reluctant to face up to 


the fact that your friend likely has a brain problem. 


Of course, it's true that the practical difficulties in getting 


him diagnosed might be considerable. He might agree to it and then 


never do anything about it so that you'd have to make an appointment 


for him and then go and fetch him to see that he keeps it. Doesn't 


he have some friends in Washington or some relatives other than his 


father who could work with him? You might try his father- maybe he's 


not as bad as Joel pictures him. Considering the geographical 
distances between you, I'd see that it might be impractical for you 


to work with Joel yourself. 


Written on left side vertically: 


P.S. If you come out here (UI) I can use your car to take a 


driver's test and get a driver's license. 


